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OBITUARY
Dr. Shoo Tze Leo, former dean of the College of Science and
Research Professor of Applied Chemistry of the National Peking
University, Peiping, died on September 12 at the age of 45. Although
for the past two years, Dr. Leo had suffered from an incurable
ailment, he carried on his work with unyielding courage and

unconquerable determination which brought so much credit to his



work but hastened his death.

Dr. Leo, a native of Hu-Pei province, had a very impressive
personality. He lived an active life, full of accomplishments. During
his younger days, he actively participated in the revolution. With the
establishment of the Republic of China in 1912, an official position
was given to him, which he later resigned; and accepted instead a
fellowship to study in America. He was first enrolled at the
University of Illinois in 1913, and then transferred to the Department
of Chemical Engineering of Michigan University, 1915, where he
received his B.S. degree in 1918. Both of his graduate degrees were
received from Columbia University, M.S. in 1919 and Ph. D. in
1920.

After working for a short period for experience, Dr. Leo
returned to China in 1921 and was made an associate professor at
Amoy University, later a full professor and the dean of the College
of Science. In 1928 he was called back to his native province to head
the Bureau of Education. It was during his administration and
through his efforts and courage, the now well-known Wu-Han
University was founded. His official position, however, had not
deprived or even diminished his interest in scientific and technical
investigations. This finally led him to accept a research fellowship

from the China Foundation and sailed again for America in the fall



of 1929. It was then that Dr. Leo completed in the chemical
laboratory of Columbia University the important piece of research
on the electrolytic production of beryllium. The need of his service
hurried him back to Nanking to act as the dean of the College of
Science of National Central University. In the following year he
became a Research Professor of Applied Chemistry and the dean of
the College of Science of National Peking University, Peiping,
where he remained till the end. The untimely death of Dr. Leo was
felt as a loss to his friends, colleagues and students and, indeed,
more so to his country.

Dr. Leo is survived by a widow with three sons and a daughter.
Dr. Leo was a member of the Chinese Science Society, the Chinese
Institute of Chemical Engineers, the Chinese Chemical Society, the
Chinese Institute of Chemical Engineers, the Chinese Chemical
Society, the Chinese Industrial Chemical Society, the Chinese
Institute of Engineers and the American Electrochemical Society,
and at the time of his death, he was a member on the National

Council of the Chinese Institute of Chemical Engineers.
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